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BRIMFIELD CONSERVATION COMMISSION

MEETING TUESDAY 10/09/2012 @ 7:00 PM
Members Present: Ian Lynch, Matt Toth, Roger deBruyn, Steve Phifer, Joe Collins (arrived 8 PM)
Meeting Opens: 7:12 PM – Ian Lynch
7:15 PM Sign Payable Voucher: Mileage Reimbursement $26.95
Motion made by Matt Toth to sign the payable voucher for Mileage reimbursement for Angela Panaccione in the amount of $26.95. The payment is for 49 miles at $0.55/mile.  The reimbursement is for traveling to and from the PVPC Regional Roundtable held Monday October 15, 2012 from 8 AM – 10 AM.
Motion seconded by Steve Phifer
No further discussion – vote taken – 4 yes 0 no 0 abstain

Motion Carries

7:19 PM Sign Payable Voucher: MACC $220.00

Motion made by Matt Toth to sign the payable voucher to MACC in the amount of $220.00 for the payment of classes for Angela Panaccione and Joey Ressigue.  Angela will be taking Unit 1 for the Fundamental for Conservation Commissioners on 11/10/12 at Clark University in Worcester and “Naked Shrubs” on 11/30/2012 at the Acton Congressional Church, in Acton.  Joey will be taking Units 1 & 2 for the Fundamental for Conservation Commissioners on 11/10/12 at Clark University in Worcester.  Each class is $55, totaling $220.00 for the four courses.

Motion seconded by Steve Phifer
No further discussion – vote taken – 4 yes 0 no 0 abstain

Motion Carries

7:20 PM Sign Payable Voucher: Quill $47.24
Motion made by Roger deBruyn to sign the payable voucher to Quill in the amount of $47.24 for the purchase of office supplies (highlighters, dividers, dry erase pens) and a pad lock.

Motion seconded by Matt Toth

No further discussion – vote taken – 4 yes 0 no 0 abstain

Motion Carries

7:22 PM Sign Payroll   

Motion made by Matt Toth to sign payable voucher for Angela Panaccione in the amount of $535.50 for 33 hours.  $315.00 from account 01-0171-5114 and $220.50 from account 14-0171-4382 for the pay period of 10/7/2012 to 10/20/2012.  

Motion seconded by Steve Phifer
No further discussion – vote taken – 4yes 0 no 0 abstain

Motion Carries
7:34 PM NOI: DEP # 117-0322 Alan & Molly Harwood Home Construction – 46 First Street
The hardwoods have still not received official approval from the ZBA.  BCC received an email earlier today from the Harwood’s, stating they were given verbal approval.
Motion made by Roger deBruyn to continue the hearing until 7:45 PM on Tuesday October 23, 2012
Motion seconded by Matt Toth
No further discussion – vote taken – 4 yes 0 no 0 abstain

Motion Carries
7:40 PM Administrative Matters: Special Orders of Conditions

Angela Panaccione revised the current set of Brimfield’s Special Orders of Conditions.  Instead of a general list, Angela divided it into for separate sections: General Conditions, Prior to Construction, During Construction and Perpetual Conditions.  They were developed from a review of the special conditions provided by Mark Stinson, and a review of standard conditions other towns use.  Due to limited time the issue was tabled until the next meeting, on Tuesday October 23, 2012.   A half hour will be devoted to review.
Matt Toth expressed concerns over the numbering and will revise it for the next meeting.  Additionally, Angela will check them against the DEP standard orders of Conditions and will provide a brief description or keyword for each condition (ex: driveways, erosion controls, trash & debris, restoration, ect).  Lastly, any mention of hay will be changed to straw.
7:50 PM RDA Meeting: Brimfield Trail Committee (BTC) – Community Trail behind Town Annex
A site visit with Tim McKenna of the DEP was held on Thursday September 27, 2012 at 10am.  Angela Panaccione and Ian Lynch were present, along with Rob Malhert of the BTC.  DEP recommended the wetlands be delineated by a professional before any decision is made.  If the work shows to improve the current conditions of the trail and no altering of BVW are to occur; than a negative determination would be appropriate.  If work alters the resource area of the BVW, then a positive determination is required and an NOI must be filed.
Motion made by Roger deBruyn to continue the hearing until 7:30 PM on Tuesday November 13, 2012
Motion seconded by Matt Toth
No further discussion – vote taken – 4 yes 0 no 0 abstain

Motion Carries
7:51 PM Administrative Matters: Mass GIS & Tax Map Software

Two separate offers have been proposed to the Town for GIS software. 1) Free version from Mass GIS and 2) Paid version by Tax Map.  The commissioners have received links to both and will review the services provided by the next meeting.
1) Free GIS from Mass GIS:  Brimfield was contacted by Mass GIS about a special set of layers for the town of Brimfield.  There are hundreds of choices for GIS map layers and Mass GIS is in the process of streamlining that list down to a relative few that would be of interest to municipalities.  Included will be layers like Assessor’s parcels, wetlands, schools, protected and recreational openspace, wellhead & surface water protection zones, dams, title 5 areas, building outlines (extracted from aerials), aerial images and soon, historic districts and building points.  Mass GIS can also add locally created data if it is in a GIS format, things like zoning or school catchment areas.  This is a great tool to help municipalities perform their duties, and once they’ve received feedback and made some changes and enhancements, this is something that could be deployed as a link on the town’s website for use by citizens.  All of this will be at no cost to Brimfield. We only need to use it and provide feedback.  Angela is taking the role of working with Mass GIS for the whole town.

2) Tax Map paid version: The assessor’s office has worked with a local firm to develop a data set for the town, specifically for parcel maps.  We have access to the free website viewer for 30-45 days, after which the town could by the software for around $4000.  Brimfield would be required to develop a list of layers they would want included in the software (wetlands, NHESP, Title 5, ect).  After reviewing the program Angela found several flaws.  The main being the digital orthro photos are not available at the parcel level until the program is purchased.  This makes even toying with the application problematic.  Additionally, the layers available now are few and do not seem accurately placed.

Further discussion of this matter will occur at the next meeting, Tuesday October 23, 2012.

8:06 PM NOI Hearing: River Rock Farm – 81 Five Bridge Rd

River Rock Farm attended tonight’s meeting, with representative Ed Paquette, of Paquette Builders to request an OOC for work previously completed at 81 Five Bridge Rd.  An initial site visit was conducted on Saturday September 15, 2012 at 9:30 AM.  The site visit showed the area was restored and the work was completed in an environmentally sound manner.  The Commissioners had no issue with the work done.  In fact the restoration completed met all the requirements of the WPA and showed improvement in wetlands and BVW functions.

An additional site visit was conducted on Thursday September 27, 2012 at 10:30 AM by Tim McKenna of the DEP, Angela Panaccione of the BCC and Ed Paquette of Paquette Builders.  Concern that triggered the site visit with DEP were the non-existent narrative in the NOI was and the unknown resource area impacts. A walk of the area revealed the areas of current restoration and the degree of restoration completed thus far. Upon competition of the site visit, Tim McKenna felt the project could have initially been exempt due to agriculture maintenance; but since the work was completed without a permit, and served to improve the area, an OOC could be issued.  One recommendation from DEP was to focus the conditions on the site restoration and the limited brush removal that still needs to be completed; not on the work that was completed to get there.  It was also recommended to incorporate conditions for monitoring the restoration over the next few growing seasons.
Motion made by Joe Collins at 8:12 PM to close the hearing and issue the OOC for River Rock Farm
Motion seconded by Roger deBruyn
No further discussion – vote taken – 5 yes 0 no 0 abstain

Motion Carries
Motion made by Joe Collins at 8:15 PM to accept and sign the OOC for 117-0323, River Rock Farm
Motion seconded by Matt Toth
No further discussion – vote taken – 5 yes 0 no 0 abstain

Motion Carries
Angela Panaccione hand delivered the OOC to Representative Ed Paquette and a copy to Ron Konove, of River Rock Farm.
8:20 PM NOI: Clyde & Denise Thompson Home Construction – 9 Fifth Street
Mr. Thompson attended tonight’s meeting to propose a plan for a septic system replacement and home addition to the house located at 9 Fifth Street.  The Applicant proposes to add a 12’ addition to the rear end of a standing 3 bedroom house.  The entire house addition and septic replacement is within the 100’ buffer zone, but the addition is located to the back of the property, away from the pond and closer to the road.  The addition will also include a new foundation as well.  The proposed cottage will be 44’ from Little Alum Pond and 83’ from the BVW.

The proposed project also includes a septic system replacement including the installation of a new 1500 gallon septic tank with a new 1000 gallon pump chamber.  The proposed septic system will connect with the existing leach field.  The proposed septic system will be approximately 75 feet from the edge of the pond.  The tank will be located in the same area as the previous system, and will be connected to the current leach field.
Little Alum Pond is located along the western property line. A siltation fence is proposed approximately 15-feet from the edge of the Pond as a limit of work and to protect the resource area from sedimentation during the construction phase.  The current location of the siltation fence on the plans should be moved perpendicular to the house to increase protection, and shall be maintained until the disturbed area is stabilized and revegetated.  All access will be from the road and no work will occur in the front of the house, closest to the lake.  Limited excess materials will be moved.
Currently there is no DEP #, approved septic plan or NHESP determination.

Motion made by Steve Phifer at 8:38 PM to continue the hearing until 8:00 PM on Tuesday October 23, 2012
Motion seconded by Matt Toth
No further discussion – vote taken – 5yes 0 no 0 abstain

Motion Carries
Meeting adjourned 9:00 PM –
Motion made by Steve Phifer to adjourn at 9:00 PM

Motion was seconded by Matt Toth
No further discussion – vote taken – 4 yes 0 no 0 abstain

Motion Carries

Sincerely Submitted

Angela Panaccione, BCC Administrator
Salisbury Annex Bld.
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